
Thank you for your help and support this term. 
Have a wonderful Winter break however you are celebrating it. 

Autumn Term Issue 14 
 
16 December 2022  

...where everyone can succeed 

Follow us on Twitter  
@FitzjohnsNW3 www.fitzjohns.camden.sch.uk 

Dates for your Diary 
http://www.fitzjohns.camden.sch.uk/
calendar/calendar.html 
Wednesday 11 January N-Y2 Dentist 
Monday 30 January Rec: British Mu-
seum 
Friday 3 February Popcorn Night 
Monday 13  - Friday 17 February 
Monday 20 February Royal Courts of 
Justice 
Monday 27 February Book Week 
Thursday 2 March Book Day 
 
Thursday 30 March Hat Parade and 
Y6 Stalls 
Friday 31 March School closes 13.30 

Attendance 
for the TERM 

Year 1 90.24 

Year 2 93.78 

Year 3 94.40 

Year 4 92.13 

Year 5 92.35 

Year 6 92.14 

School 92.50 

 
Well done  Year 3 ! 

Pantotime! 

 

Christmas Lunch 
With thanks to Alberto and 
his kitchen team for creat-
ing such a yummy Christ-
mas lunch on Wednesday. 

It was time to watch a panto-
mime on Monday (Oh yes it 
was!) when the whole school 
sat down to watch Aladdin. 
Panto is a uniquely British 
institution and (in this form) 
is not performed anywhere 
else in the world! 
Usually stars of TV, film and 
variety headline a traditional 
story that broadly follows the 
storyline with lots of slap-
stick, nonsense, audience 
participation and singing 
along the way. 

Autumn term—100% attendance 

Congratulations to the following children who attained 100% attendance this term:  

Nursery:    0 Reception:  Emilie Haralambiev 

Class 1:  Daniela Peleg, Solomon Salter 
Class 2:  Ariel Gross-Vax, Millie Ratsima, Jonah Robins, Jonathan 
Salomon, George Wannell , Alex Yaniv, Jinxuan Zhou 

Class 3: Michael Feldman, Karm, Kapoor-Jain, Anastasia  

Saunders, Henry Wannell, Naam Zardock Shemer 
Class 4:  0 

Class 5:  Milla Bedin, Nevo Ronen Class 6: Michael Channer-Williams  

https://twitter.com/FitzjohnsNW3
http://www.fitzjohns.camden.sch.uk/
http://www.fitzjohns.camden.sch.uk/calendar/calendar.html
http://www.fitzjohns.camden.sch.uk/calendar/calendar.html


 

Thank you to all the businesses  
who donated to the FSA! 

Please support them. 

 

https://app.galabid.com/fitzjohnsxmas/items


Thank you! 

Thank you to all the par-

ents/carers who helped at 

the parties yesterday! 

Thank you to everyone who 

donated to the foodbank. 

Thank you to everyone who 

helped before, during and 

after the Fair. 

Thank you! 

Rob made it 
snow again 
in his magic 

show on 
Thursday. 

And then he 
even floated 

in the air! 
 

 

Some images from the 

Fair. 

Thank you everyone. 



Reception Assembly (This dropped 
out of last week’s Focus) 
Well done Reception for this morning’s 
assembly. Great singing, confident and 
loud voices ensured that everyone had a 
great time listening to your learning. 
Well done everyone! 

Merry Christmas 
To all of our Christian families who 
will be celebrating the birth of Jesus 
on 25th December. 
Merry Christmas! 

The Christmas Fair 
Thank you all for helping to make the Fair such a fun one. Aside 
from the £5,200 we made on the day it was worth it to see the joy 
on people’s faces as we gathered together as a community. Thank 
you to all who helped out in any way before, during and after.  
Monies you have raised and donated so far this year have: , ena-
bled us to increase music provision, enabled us to carry-on paying 
for specialist sports teachers, sponsored children to join clubs, 
sponsored children to have music lessons, funded free entry to 
the disco and bought new reading books . 
Thank you to everyone in The Fitzjohn’s School Association 
(The FSA) our own special version of a Parent/Teacher Associa-
tion. You can make a donation here: www.fitzjohnsprimary.com  

Happy Hanukkah 
To all of our Jewish families 
who will be celebrating this 
festival from Sunday night.  

Thank a Teacher 
If you want to thank anyone 
working in our school this is a 
great way of doing it. From 
experience I know that they 
are greatly appreciated and 
can act as a springboard to 
the National Teaching 
Awards. 

https://thankateacher.co.uk/ 

http://www.fitzjohnsprimary.com/
https://thankateacher.co.uk/thank-a-teacher/thank-a-teacher-form/


We were all resilient on Monday as we found differ-
ent routes and transports into school! 
Look at the great snow sculptures we made. 

 

Applying for Free School Meals 
Please check if you are entitled to Free School Meals (Nursery to Y6). Please send me the 
confirmation email if you are entitled: 
You or your child must receive one of the following to apply for free school meals: 
·         Income Support 
·         Income-based Job Seeker's Allowance 
·         Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
·         Universal Credit – your household income must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not 
including benefits)  
·         Child Tax Credit with a taxable income of no more than £16,190 and not in receipt of Working 
Tax Credit 
·         the Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit 
·         support from the National Asylum Support Service (NASS) 
 
If you receive Working Tax Credit you will not be entitled to free school meals unless you have: 
·         stopped work in the last 4 weeks; or 
·         reduced your hours to less than 16 hours in the last 4 weeks 
 
Applications must be made in the name of the person who is receiving the benefit. 
 
https://www.camden.gov.uk/free-school-meals?inheritRedirect=true 

See you on 
Wednesday 

4 January 2022 

Assemblies 9.15 Fridays 
Friday 13 January Y2 
Friday 2 January Y1 
Friday 27 January Y3 
Friday 3 February Y4 
Friday 10 February Y5 
Friday 3 March Nursery 
Friday 17 March Y6 
 
Monday 27 March and Tuesday 28 
March Reception performance 

Thank you 
On behalf of all of 
the staff at Fitz-
john’s, thank you 
for your cards, 
gifts and, most im-
portantly, kind 
words as the term 
comes to an end. 
Your thoughts and 
kindness are much 
appreciated. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.camden.gov.uk%2ffree-school-meals%3finheritRedirect%3dtrue&c=E,1,9VHuqoJkfxdDoEjHLQwd1QzT_SlEAbYUWU21wxBEh6oAAn8dYqRBnzFg-MphqDFsScCDz3ZcD6IyOF2MVyQEX5AME5XJc4yNUlX2omv7Gy44Rx7q4ESs_SSUKTHC&typo=1


This week in class 

Nursery The week began with fun in the snow. Nursery and Reception teamed up to make a snowman in the playground. We’ve 
enjoyed exploring the snow, as well as finding ice and crushing it with our diggers. We even brought the snow into class 
and explored painting the snow. Nursery sang beautifully at the Christmas sing-a-long and they were very brave, seeing 
as though it was their first show and we had many friends away. We’ve had lots of sickness in Nursery over the past few 
weeks, so we’re wishing everyone better and we hope you have a restful break. We sadly said goodbye to our friend 
Noura, we wish her all the luck in her new school.  Zig Zag has gone on his Christmas break with Leto, we look forward to 

seeing all the pictures. See you in 2023!  

Recep-
tion 

Reception have had such a fun week in this final week. We LOVED the snow! We loved playing with it and managed to 
make a snowman by working today! In the warm classroom we have been busy with lots of fun activities- Christmas yoga, 
decorating biscuits (thanks Megan), making festive shape pictures and learning how to share using chocolate coins. On 
Tuesday we celebrated Hanukkah by learning the Hanukkah story, making candle headbands, lighting the hanukkiah and 
eating doughnuts and chocolate coins. We made and wrote Christmas and Hanukkah Cards, which helped us remember 
the tricky word 'to'. On Thursday we sang beautifully for our EYFS singalong, and then danced and ate lots in our party! 
Such fun and what a great end of the year!  

Class 1 This week in class has been full of festive fun! In maths we have finished our addition and subtraction to 10 unit, ready to 
move onto greater numbers in the next half term. In phonics the children have showed off their knowledge of reading and 
writing phase 5 digraphs. We rounded of our topic of toys by having a class quiz. The children worked really in teams and 
all scored highly! In D&T the children have finally finished their moving vehicles, which look fantastic! We've also done 
lots of Christmas craft and learned all about the celebration of Hanukkah! Also a big thank you to all of the parents who 
sent in food and helped set up for the Christmas party - the children had a great time! A big WELL DONE for an absolute-
ly fantastic first term in Year 1. Have a lovely break and we'll see you in the New Year!    

Class 2 We have had another busy week in Class 2, kicking off with the pantomime 'Aladdin' and ending with Rob's magic show 
and our class party, which we had a great time at. Thank you to all the parents and adults for your generous donations of 
food and time. The children always love their Christmas party! Thank you also for your very kind and generous gifts to 
myself, Anaya and Hajar. We really appreciate it. Have a wonderful holiday everyone.  

Class 3 So there we have it... our first full term in Year 3. The class have been absolutely amazing in everything that we have 
done. Our literacy this term has been exemplary, every Big Write we have done together all the children have given their 
all. The class are becoming increasingly independent, scores in spellings this week reflect this hard work. All pieces of 
writing that the children have completed, all have more accuracy and our weekly handwriting practice has really had a 
huge impact in neatness and presentation. Maths this week finished with a lesson on 3 times tables and the children 
soared through this as we have been learning our times tables all the way up to 9 times tables. On Monday all the chil-
dren were treated to a fantastic, fabulous and fun performance of Aladdin, everyone participated and loved every minute 
of it. Finally, on Thursday, Rob gave us an amazing magic show, he definitely didn't disappoint, this was my first time to 
see one of his shows and I was mesmerised. Have a fantastic holiday and thank you to all the children and parents for 
everyone's support in our first term together.  

Class 4 Year 4 have had a super week. In Literacy we have been writing festive calligrams, otherwise known as shape poems. 
We wrote around a variety of themes, from hot chocolate to snowmen to Christmas pudding! In maths, we have been 
practicing our times tables on the iPads and on a blank multiplication grid. In art, we have made some beautiful Christmas 
cards. Well done Year 4 on a super term. Have a wonderful break. 

Class 5 This week, Class 5 has been learning in Maths how to subtract fractions, subtract from a mixed number and learning the 
method of breaking the whole. In English, we finished reading A Christmas Carol; we created dialogue between charac-
ters and discussed the messages of the story. We also created Christmas and Hanukkah artwork and played different 
games to celebrate! 

Class 6 Adding and subtracting fractions continued to be the theme in year 6 Maths this week. The children also extended this 
skill to solving worded problems that needed deeper, more critical thinking skills in order to get to the core of the problem. 
On Tuesday, despite somewhat of a hectic start), we finally managed to visit the awesome Churchill War Rooms in West-
minster: the children shadowed the footsteps of Churchill and the wartime government in the small yet intricate under-
ground rooms where decisions of the utmost importance were taken in our efforts to win the war against the Axis powers. 
In Science, we reviewed our knowledge of how micro-organisms flourish and wrote a report to a (fictional), local restau-
rant owner advising them of the health and safety issues needing to be corrected to make the food establishment safe to 
eat in. With an Aladdin panto, Rob's traditional magic show, Christmas activities and a fabulous Xmas lunch thrown in - it 
really has been a fabulous end to the term. There will be no homework set over the holidays - so enjoy the break, rest up 
and I look forward to another great term of learning in the New Year! Happy holidays everyone! 



Easy Fundraising 

Supporting Fitzjohn's Primary School  
doesn’t have to cost you anything. 4,000 
shops and sites will donate to us every 
time you use #easyfundraising to shop 
with them! Getting started is easy – just 
click below to support us for FREE. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
causes/fitzjohnsprimary/?
invite=XHGTH7&referral-campaign=c2s  

Foodbank 
Thank you to everyone who donated 
to the Camden Foodbank. All of the 
items were collected on Wednesday 
and they were very grateful. 

Thanks to all the everyone who was re-
silient this week (some staff travelled 
more than 2 hours to get here) to en-
sure that school could open on Monday. 

Please log on to your 
www.scopay.com accounts 
to pay all outstanding debt 
for lunches, clubs, music, 
Nursery, etc. 
 
As a school we cannot afford 
to have debt remain unpaid. 
Please check your account 
regularly to ensure you are up
-to-date with payments. 

House Winners 
Congratulations 
AIR who have 
won this term’s 
House 
competition! 

Air 1st 

Earth 2nd 

Fire 3rd 

Water 4th 

Click the image to be 
taken to the site. 

Ideal Gifts 

Nursery & Reception Singing 
Well done N & R for such great singing on 
Thursday morning.  We loved listening to 
some of the songs you have been learning 
in class and with Ezra. 

http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h2540f20d,191ceb3d,19470cdd&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2019&utm_content=cause_engagement_engaged_notraised_ref_20191027&origin=R1873&p1=fitzjohnsprimary&p2=XHGTH7
http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h2540f20d,191ceb3d,19470cdd&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2019&utm_content=cause_engagement_engaged_notraised_ref_20191027&origin=R1873&p1=fitzjohnsprimary&p2=XHGTH7
http://t.e.easyfundraising.org.uk/r/?id=h2540f20d,191ceb3d,19470cdd&utm_source=adobecampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral-2019&utm_content=cause_engagement_engaged_notraised_ref_20191027&origin=R1873&p1=fitzjohnsprimary&p2=XHGTH7
https://www.scopay.com/landing
https://shop.spreadshirt.co.uk/FitzjohnsNW3


GROUP A STREP INFECTION ADVICE FOR PARENTS:  

There are lots of infections that cause sore throats, colds and coughs circulating at the moment. 
You will probably have heard the news that there are a higher number of Group A Streptococcus 
(Strep A) infections this year compared to usual. It causes infections such as Scarlet Fever, tonsilli-
tis and skin infections such as impetigo, among others.  

Symptoms can include sore throat, fever, chills and muscle aches. In the case of Scarlet fever, a 
rash will develop with a sandpapery feel; for people with darker skin, the rash may not be apparent, 
but there will be the same sandpapery feel. For impetigo, reddish sores or blisters can appear on 
the face or elsewhere.  

Strep A infections are usually mild and can be easily treated with antibiotics. However, in rare cir-
cumstances, the infection can get into the bloodstream or deep into the lungs and cause serious 
illness.  

It’s always concerning when a child is unwell and it is important to be on the lookout for signs that 
may indicate serious illness. As a parent, if you feel that your child seems seriously unwell, you 
should trust your own judgement.  

Contact NHS 111 or your GP if: 

 your child is getting worse 

 your child is feeding or eating much less than normal 

  your child has had a dry nappy for 12 hours or more or shows other signs of dehydration  

 your baby is under 3 months and has a temperature of 38C, or is older than 3 months and 
has a temperature of 39C or higher  

 your baby feels hotter than usual when you touch their back or chest, or feels sweaty  

 your child is very tired or irritable  

Call 999 or go to A&E if: 

 your child is having difficulty breathing – you may notice grunting noises or their tummy suck-
ing under their ribs 

 there are pauses when your child breathes  

 your child’s skin, tongue or lips are blue  

 your child is floppy and will not wake up or stay awake  

Good hand and respiratory hygiene are important for stopping the spread of many bugs. By teach-
ing your child how to wash their hands properly with soap for 20 seconds, using a tissue to catch 
coughs and sneezes, and keeping away from others when feeling unwell, you can help to reduce 
their risk of picking up or spreading infections.  

Further useful advice is available here Group A Strep - What you need to know  

Information about Scarlet Fever: includes some useful information and images  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/dehydration/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/blue-skin-or-lips-cyanosis/
https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2022/12/05/group-a-strep-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/scarlet-fever/


https://haf.youngcamdenfoundation.org.uk/?mc_cid=223abcd874&mc_eid=685e2cc906


DIRECT DEBIT MANDATE 

www.fitzjohnsprimary.com 

To The Manager 

Bank Name   

Bank Sort Code   

Bank Account Number   

Please Pay 

Payee Bank Name Lloyds TSB 

Payee Account Name Fitzjohn’s School Association 

Payee Sort Code 30-93-80 

Payee Account Number 00008235 

Payment Amount (circle) £25   £50      £100     £250     £500  Other: £ 

Frequency 
STANDING ORDERS from my account as detailed in this instruction on 
the ___ day of every month 

Date of First Payment ASAP or________ 

Reference Fitzjohn’s Parents Appeal 

Customer Details 

Print Name   

Signature   

Date   

Address   

Email   

Phone number   

GIFT AID IT—UK TAXPAYERS! 

For every pound you give to us we get an extra 28p from the INLAND REVENUE so please sign below if you 
are a UK taxpayer* 
I am a UK taxpayer and under the GIFT AID scheme, I would like the Fitzjohn’s School Association to claim 
back 
the tax on all donations until further notice 
Signature_____________________________________________________________ 
*To qualify for Gift Aid what you pay in UK income tax or capital gains tax must be at least equal to the amount 
we will claim in the tax year from the Inland Revenue. NB. Please notify us if you change your address. NB. 
You can cancel your standing order form at anytime. 

 PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED FORM TO THE FITZJOHN’S PRIMARY SCHOOL’S OFFICE. 

 
Registered Charity No. 102 9947 

https://www.fitzjohnsprimary.com/


 

 

Chair’s Report 
The Governing Body (GB) met twice last term: once in October and, more recently, 
on 7th December. 

The focus of October’s meeting was to receive an update from Rob on the school 
reopening in September. The GB noted that attainment looks really good particular-
ly the Key Stage 1 data and whilst there is a strong focus on writing the school is 
still above the national average and Camden performance in this area. The 
Headteacher provided an update on the Nursery cohort and the staff were keeping 
an eye on their assimilation as there could be an impact from Covid in terms of their 
socialisation. 

Our development session focussed on our preparations for the next Ofsted inspec-
tion (whenever that may be) led by a trainer recommended by Camden. There have 
been changes to the School Inspection process and this session was valuable for 
Governors to understand these. 

School Improvement Priorities 2022-23 

Whilst operational matters are a major priority for Rob and his team, we, as a 
Board, also have a strategic responsibility and, in October, we confirmed the school 

improvement priorities for 2022/23, which align with the new Ofsted Inspection 
framework and are as follows: 

- Priority 1: Quality of Education (Impact) Improve Outcomes by increasing the 
% of  children making expected or better progress  

- Priority 2: Quality of Education (Intent, Implementation & Impact) Improve At-
tainment and progress in all subjects by further improving the quality of our 
environment 

Priority 3  Quality of Education (Intent, Implementation & Impact) Improve Attain-
ment and progress in MUSIC by employing a specialist music teacher and 
further developing the subject programmes of study 

Priority 4  Improve Leadership and Management by developing the role of teach-
er subject leaders and improving their impact on teaching and learning in 
their subject 

- Priority 5: Further improve EYFS by further improving the new phonics offer; 

- Priority 6: Attendance of all pupils (especially those below 90%) improves dur-
ing the academic year 2022-2023 



Having regard to Priority 7 above ,an important change in the way the GB operates and to 
reflect the updated Inspection framework is a focus on ‘deep dive ’in subjects  Rob ex-
plained the process for both teacher and governor involvement and he will write the report 
following the visit. In December GB noted the four ‘deep dives’ the school have held so 
far have provided great insight into maths, history, reading and writing across the school. 
Governor feedback has also been really useful as it gives a different insight as well as 
developing governor understanding. There will be further discussion at our February 
meeting. Following a review of the process by the teachers GB noted the sessions will be 
renamed ‘Subject Focus Days’.  

I was proud to be re-elected the Chair of the GB and Danielle agreed to continue to be 
Vice Chair. New parent Governors Anya and Ella have settled well into their new roles 
and undergone induction training. 

Like most schools Governors keep an eye on the budget and we received a 6 monthly 
update in October from Christina Pappas Kohle, our Chair of Finance Committee. The 
budget is very tight but we are managing with the great support from the FSA and the 
fundraising they’ve done including the Christmas Fayre. Without this support from parents 
we really would struggle. A huge thank you to the whole school community for donating, 
volunteering, and organizing. Your efforts are really vital at this time, and have a massive 
impact on the children’s school life.  

In December the main focus of our meeting was Safeguarding. One of the most important 
duties that Governing Bodies fulfil is to ensure that their school provides a safe environ-
ment for pupils. 

In broad terms, GB’s are responsible for ensuring that: 

Safeguarding policies and procedures are effective and comply with the law at all times 

All staff understand their roles and responsibilities and are able to discharge them 

the GB has sufficient knowledge and capacity to fulfil its safeguarding responsibilities 

School leaders are primarily responsible for implementing safeguarding policies and pro-
cedures and ensuring that day-to-day practices promote the safety and wellbeing of pu-
pils. The Development session covered all these points and the GB also received the an-
nual report on safeguarding at the school as well as the updated Child Protection policy. 

We also received the half-termly report from Rob with key updates highlighted 

Another key task of Governors in the autumn term is to review the performance of the 
Headteacher. We’re supported in this by a representative from Camden. Together with 
their input, we have now set objectives for the coming year, as well as reviewing progress 
against the 21-22 objectives.  

Our clerk, Mike Herlihy, always keeps us well informed about national developments in 
school governance as well as feedback from Camden. This assists our understanding of 
the ever-changing educational world. With his help, we have reviewed our training priori-
ties for 2023 and allowed us to reflect on key Governor contributions (see below) to our 
wonderful school in the last school year.  

Wishing you a happy holiday season and look forward to seeing you all next year! 

Ruth Schocken Katz 
Chair of GB 



School Governors 
You can find full details of the Governing Body on the website, along with other 
key governance information, including the minutes of our half-termly Board meet-
ings and school policies.  

Listed below are some examples of Governor contributions to the school in the 21
-22 school year: 

Link Governors for classes and subjects. 

Attending Class assemblies and reporting back via the FOCUS 

Attending meetings with the Local Authority on behalf of the Governing Body 
and reporting key matters back. 

Encouraging new music appointment for the school to expand the teaching of 
music 

 Having an ear to the ground. Being supportive of the school. Asking challeng-
ing questions. Visiting the school to know it better, and to match reality with 
what is being reported.  

Supporting the performance management of the Headteacher and setting and 
reviewing his objectives  

Attending Governor training and reporting back on key learning points to the 
GB. 

Keeping abreast with all the Governing Body and Local authority education pa-
pers, and reading national items recommended by our Clerk. 

Participating in meetings, reviewing reports and data provided by the 
headteacher, asking questions, and engaging in conversations with board 
members.  

Attending external meeting with Challenge Partners, and supporting the school 
in whatever they needed. 

Giving the governors a ‘feet on ground’ view of working in the school which 
has facilitated useful discussions around strategic points for whole school 
development – particularly in terms of teaching and learning across all year 
groups’ 


